SILVER CITY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
BY-LAWS
ARTICLE I

NAME AND PURPOSE

Section 1. The name of the organization shall be SILVER CITY HISTORICAL SOCIETY. The
society was incorporated as a not for profit corporation in the State of South Dakota
in March 2014.
Section 2. The purposes of the Society shall be:
a) To discover, collect, preserve and study historical places of interest, structures,
records and artifacts relating to the history of Silver City and its surrounding area
b) To promote the recordings, preservation and study of sites and objects of historical
significance to the area.
c) To maintain historical collections, archives and memorabilia for education and
research.
d) To attempt to attain a finer public spirit by engendering in the townspeople a
greater appreciation and knowledge of the history.
e) To work cooperatively and collaboratively with other public and private
organizations in order to sponsor and promote programs and events of mutual
interest.
f) To work closely and in cooperation with the Silver City Volunteer Fire
Department and other Silver City organizations for the common interest of looking
after the well-being of the community and its assets.

ARTICLE II

MEMBERSHIP

Section 1 The Silver City Historical Society shall be open to any individual interested in the
purposes and objectives of the Society. The membership committee may deny
membership to any applicant if they feel an applicant would compromise the mission,
purpose or cohesion of the Society.
Section 2 There shall be the following classifications of membership:
a) Regular membership: Any member who applies to the Society, pays annual dues,
and is accepted to the Society.
b) Honorary membership: Any person who by gifts or services is deemed worthy by
the Society to receive a membership or lifetime membership. This decision shall
be made by a vote of the Board of Directors.
c) Exchange membership: Any person who is a member of another like organization,
and wishes to join the Society, may apply for exchange membership with
discounted (or free) annual dues under a reciprocal agreement.
d) Student membership: Any full-time student who wishes to become a member of
the Society and is accepted by the Society.
Section 3

Membership shall date from receipt by the organization of application, payment of
the annual dues (calendar year), and prompt approval of application in such manner
as prescribed by the Board of Directors.
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Section 4

Annual Dues structure shall be determined by the Board. Voting Rights and
Eligibility to be an Officer may be restricted for some classifications of membership
as determined by the Board of Directors.

Section 5 No membership may be transferred and the organization will not consider honorary or
complimentary memberships unless voted on and passed by a majority of the
governing board.
Section 6 Paid members of record as of June 1, 2014 are termed charter members.
Section 7 Members nominated or appointed to hold office must be members in good standing at
the time of appointment or nomination.
Section 8 Members in good standing are those who have paid their dues and conform to
governing documents and rules of the organization. Membership may be revoked by a
2/3 vote of the Board of Directors.

ARTICLE III

GOVERNING BODY

Section 1 The governing body of the Society shall be a Board of Directors consisting of four (4)
officers and three (3) directors elected for a term of two years by the general
membership.
Section 2 Minutes and all books and records of accounts of the organization must be made
available for inspection to any voting member for all legitimate purposes.
Section 3 Four members of the Board shall constitute a quorum.
Section 4 An officer or director may resign, or be terminated by a 2/3 vote of the Board of
Directors, if unable to perform the duties of office as agreed upon.
Section 5 Should a seat become vacant during a term of office, the president shall fill said
vacancy for the un-expired term by appointment subject to approval by the Board.
Section 6 Any person who has served as an Officer for three (3) consecutive terms shall not be
eligible for the same office unless there is an interval of one (1) term.
Section 7 Each Director who is not an Officer shall serve on at least one committee, and/or
provide in-kind service or financial support.

ARTICLE IV

MEETINGS

Section 1 Meetings of the membership shall be held annually, at the discretion of the Board,
and all members shall be so notified in advance by phone or e-mail not less than ten
days before the date of the meeting.
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Section 2 Meetings of the Board shall be held at the discretion of the president with a minimum
of four (4) meetings per year and the president shall see that all members of the board
are so notified in advance by phone or e-mail not less than two days before the date of
the meeting. Meetings of the board may be held in person or by conference call.
Section 3 The regular general membership meeting shall be held in June and shall be known as
the annual meeting and shall be for the purposes of:
a) Announcing a state of affairs.
b) Conducting elections.
c) Introducing upcoming programs and initiatives.
d) Any other business that may arise.
Section 4 Roberts’s Rules of Order Revised shall govern all meetings except when they
conflict with the Charter or the by-laws of the Society.

ARTICLE V

ELECTION OF OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS

Section 1 Directors shall be elected, by written or electronic secret ballot, by and from the
membership of the society. Officers shall be directors.
Section 2 The elected officers and directors shall be; president, vice president, treasurer,
secretary, and three non-officer directors, all of whom shall be elected for staggered
terms of two (2) years. Four officers are to be elected on odd numbered years while
the three non-officer directors are to be elected on even numbered years. On the year
of incorporation, the four officers will be selected from the charter members of the
society and three directors will be elected on the first ever annual meeting.
Section 3 Elected officers and directors shall serve until their successors take office on July 1st.
Section 4 Elected officers and directors shall serve without remuneration.
Section 5 A nominating and elections committee, consisting of three (3) members, charged with
presenting a slate of officer candidates shall be appointed by the board. Members of
the committee can consist of charter members, current or out-going board members,
active membership members, or committee members. The nominating and elections
committee shall select candidates for each of the officer positions and shall submit
such candidate names by May 31st.
Section 6 Officer or director candidate names, other than the slate submitted by the nominating
committee, shall be accepted when submitted by written statement asking to be listed
on the ballot and accompanied by a petition carrying signatures of five (5) members
in good standing and submitted before the election. Nominations from the floor may
be taken for nominees who are present during the election. The slate of nominees and
the process for self-nomination shall be posted on the Society’s web site once
established.
Section 7 Each officer of the board is elected by simple majority vote. Non-officer directors are
elected by simple majority vote with the positions going to the top three vote-getters.
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Section 8 If using electronic voting, ballots should clearly state the deadline for voting and shall
be e-mailed to all members in good standing no later than one week before the
general meeting.
Section 9 Members in good standing may vote in an election. Nominees for office must be
members in good standing.
Section 10 In the event of failure to fill any such office by election at an official meeting, the
current incumbent may continue in office in an acting role until a replacement can be
either appointed by the Board of Directors for the remainder of the current term, or
elected at the next annual official meeting. Any mid-year replacement or appointment
to fill a vacancy during the term of current directors shall be for the remainder only of
the current term of office.

ARTICLE VI

AMENDMENTS

Section 1 Amendments to the by-laws shall be proposed at regular board meetings and, if
approved by a majority of the board, shall be submitted to the general membership for
review and changes no less than 10 days before the next regularly scheduled general
meeting. Bylaw changes must be approved by the general membership. An assenting
vote shall be considered fifty-one percent (51%) of all votes cast.
Section 2 The president may call a special meeting for purposes of amendments or may
schedule an electronic vote for the purposes of amending the bylaws. The
membership should have 10 days to review any amendments before a vote to amend
the bylaws is conducted.

ARTICLE VII

DUTIES OF OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS

Section 1 The President shall be the spokesperson for the organization; shall have the general
powers usually vested in the office of president of a corporation; shall preside over all
meetings of the board and the general membership.
Section 2 The Vice president shall act in the absence of the president and shall assume the
office of president should the incumbent become unable to complete the term of
office.
Section 3 The treasurer shall have custody of all corporate funds and securities and shall keep in
books belonging to the organization full and accurate accounts of all receipts and
disbursements. The treasurer shall be responsible for any endowment funds and
membership.
Section 4 The Secretary shall maintain all records, contracts, minutes, and other non-financial
documents. The Secretary must also keep a complete inventory of the collections,
provenance, and other attributions of the items held or loaned to the Society.
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Section 5

Officers and non-officer directors shall attend meetings of the board and shall be
eligible to serve as chair of standing and/or special committees.

ARTICLE VIII

COMMITTEES

Section 1 Committees shall be designed as standing or special (ad hoc). Standing committees
continue until terminated by the board and conduct the continuing business of the
organization. A special committee could be established for a specific short-term goal
and would cease to exist as soon as the organization received its final report.
Section 2 Standing committee appointments shall be made every two years and expire with the
expiration of the president’s term of office.
Section 3 A committee shall consist of a chair appointed by the board and at least two
additional members.
Section 4 Committee chairs shall have discretion on staffing of their committee. All committee
members must be members in good standing in the Society.
Section 5 Committees may incur expenditures of up to $500 without board approval as long as
the committee is within budget as determined by the board of directors. Committees
may not enter into any financial obligation without the prior approval of the board of
directors.
Section 6 Business transactions between Society and members or directors. The Society may
enter into a transaction with officers or directors for services when such transaction
would accrue benefit to the organization and after approval by the Board of Directors.
In these instances it is necessary that all involved be vigilant of potential conflict of
interest and maintain a strict code of ethics.

ARTICLE IX

GIFT ACCEPTANCE POLICY

Section 1 The Society must follow strict guidelines governing its solicitation and acceptance of
charitable gifts.
Section 2 There are two types of gifts, current and planned. Gifts should be unrestricted or
undesignated, in which case the Board of Directors may use them as it deems best for
the Society. Such gifts are of the greatest value to the Society. Gifts may be
designated, in which case donors state the use to which they would prefer the gift to
be put but do not and will not, hold the Society responsible for absolute, legal,
restricted use. Restricted gifts will be accepted under special circumstances.
Section 3 The Society reserves the right to refuse any gift. Society employees, volunteers,
Board members, and, occasionally, its agents, may receive gifts on behalf of the
institution, but only the Board of Directors acting as a body, may accept gifts.
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Section 4 No individual or organization may solicit funds in the name of, or on behalf of, The
Society unless authorized to do so by the Board of Directors.
Section 5 No individual in the employ of, or under contract to, the Society shall verify in
writing the value of a gift for tax deduction purposes, other than cash, checks, credit
cards, or electronic deductions. Gifts of tangible personal property and gifts-in-kind
may be acknowledged by accurately describing the gift in such detail that it is
recognizable. Determining a value for such gifts is the sole responsibility of the
donor.
Section 6 Non-financial gifts, such as artifacts, ephemera, and photographs donated will be
documented by issuance by the Society, signed by the donor, of an Accession Record
and Certificate of Gift

ARTICLE X

STANDING RULES

Section 1 Standing rules shall be adopted as needed to implement the provisions of the
foregoing by-laws and shall constitute the working rules of this organization.
Section 2 Standing rules shall be determined by a majority of the governing body.
Section 3 No standing rule is in order that conflicts with these by-laws.

ARTICLE XI

DISSOLUTION

Section 1 A motion to dissolve the Society and terminate its activities shall be introduced at a
general meeting after being resolved by the Board of Directors. At the general
meeting, provided that all members are notified by e-mail, phone, or mail in advance
of said meeting the dissolution motion will be presented for a vote. Dissolution will
require that 2/3 of the general members in attendance vote in its favor.
Section 2 Prior to dissolution, the Board of Directors shall be responsible for meeting all current
requirements of federal, state and local authorities.
Section 3 Upon dissolution, all records, documents, and artifacts in The Society’s possession
shall be turned over to a similar organization that will continue the aims of the
Society. In the absence of such an organization, all items shall be given to the Silver
City Volunteer Fire Department.
Document Change History:
Adopted: June 7, 2014
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